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Abstract : The Asian Civilisations Museum in Singapore contains artifacts spanning thousands of years of history and possibly
hundreds of communities and nations. Based in Singapore, its collections history and curation are deeply rooted in Singapore’s
national and international agendas: to be a cultural center within Southeast Asia and a global hub representing Asia to the
world.  As such,  the position of  Southeast  Asian histories,  particularly  Southeast  Asian ancient  kingdoms,  is  a  carefully
negotiated one; its presence contingent on the territorialization and depoliticization of Southeast Asian ancient kingdoms, such
that they remain palatable to modern nation-states and governments; its absence noted, strategically overlooked in favour of
‘grander’ cultural and global — oftentimes a misnomer for Western — narratives. This study undertakes a close reading of
several key permanent exhibitions at the Asian Civilisations Museum in pursuit of how ancient Southeast Asian kingdoms are
framed and forgotten to reveal a conscious mellowing of the mélange such that Singapore may be positioned as inheritor of
Asia’s cultural wealth.
Keywords : museum, Southeast Asia, art history, pre-colonial, national narratives
Conference Title : ICAHVC 2023 : International Conference on Art History and Visual Culture
Conference Location : Osaka, Japan
Conference Dates : October 30-31, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:17, No:10, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
7,

 N
o:

10
, 2

02
3 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
70

88
0.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(10) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/170880.pdf

