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Abstract : Fast economic development and women empowerment in Korea have contributed to an unprecedented family and
gender crisis, with Korean fertility rates at a global record low. This study explores the predictors and time trends of Korean
women’s attitudes toward family formation and the household division of labor by using the Korean Longitudinal Survey of
Women and Families from 2007 to 2018. Results indicate that education, age, marital status, and motherhood are significantly
associated with women’s attitudes toward family formation and gender attitudes toward the intrahousehold division of labor. In
addition, more educated women and those aged 26 to 45 are less likely to support traditional marriage and traditional
household division of labor statements. Unmarried and divorced women are more likely to support progressive values and
roles. Also, retrospective factors such as mothers’ schooling and parents’ relationship are significantly associated with gender
role ideology. Our findings also indicate a downward trend in the number of Korean women stating one must have children.
The study suggests that Korean families and society need to adjust to women’s changing preferences concerning their societal
roles toward less traditional. Hence, a new agreement between men and women is needed on how work can be divided more
equally.
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