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Abstract : Introduction: In education, the determination to uncover privileged practices requires critical reflection to be
placed at the center of both pre-service and in-service teacher education. Confronting deficit thinking about children’s abilities
and shifting to holding an image of the child as capable and competent is necessary for teachers to engage in responsive
pedagogy that meets children where they are in their learning and builds on strengths. This paper explores the ways in which
early elementary teachers' perceptions of the assets of children might shift through the pedagogical use of video clubs. Video
club is a pedagogical practice whereby teachers record and view short videos with the intended purpose of deepening their
practices. The use of video club as a learning tool has been an extensively documented practice. In this study, a video club is
used to watch short recordings of playing children to identify the assets of their students. Methodology: The study on which
this paper is based asks the question: What are the ways in which teachers’ image of the child and teaching practices evolve
through the use of video club focused on the strengths of children demonstrated during play? Using critical reflection, it aims
to  identify  and  describe  participants’  experiences  of  examining  their  personally  held  image  of  the  child  through  the
pedagogical  tool  video club,  and how that image influences their  practices,  specifically in implementing play pedagogy.
Teachers enrolled in a graduate-level play pedagogy course record and watch videos of their own students as a means to notice
and reflect on the learning that happens during play. Using a co-constructed viewing protocol, teachers identify student
strengths and consider their pedagogical responses. Video club provides a framework for teachers to critically reflect in action,
return to the video to rewatch the children or themselves and discuss their noticings with colleagues. Critical reflection occurs
when there is focused attention on identifying the ways in which actions perpetuate or challenge issues of inherent power in
education.  When the image of  the child held by the teacher is  from a deficit  position and is  influenced by hegemonic
dimensions of practice, critical reflection is essential in naming and addressing power imbalances, biases, and practices that
are harmful to children and become barriers to their thriving. The data is comprised of teacher reflections, analyzed using
phenomenology. Phenomenology seeks to understand and appreciate how individuals make sense of their experiences. Teacher
reflections are individually read, and researchers determine pools of meaning. Categories are identified by each researcher,
after which commonalities are named through a recursive process of returning to the data until no more themes emerge or
saturation is reached. Findings: The final analysis and interpretation of the data are forthcoming. However, emergent analysis
of the data collected using teacher reflections reveals the ways in which the use of video club grew teachers’ awareness of
their image of the child. It shows video club as a promising pedagogical tool when used with in-service teachers to prompt
opportunities for play and to challenge deficit thinking about children and their abilities to thrive in learning.
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