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Abstract : Fly ash, a byproduct of coal combustion, has become a prevalent environmental concern due to its potential impact
on both groundwater quality and local climate change. This study aims to provide an in-depth analysis of the various
mechanisms through which fly ash contaminates groundwater, as well as the possible consequences of this contamination on
local climate change. The presence of fly ash in groundwater not only poses a risk to human health but also has the potential to
influence local climate change through complex interactions. Although fly ash has various applications in construction and
other industries, improper disposal and lack of containment measures have led to its infiltration into groundwater systems.
Through a comprehensive review of existing literature and case studies, the interactions between fly ash and groundwater
systems, assess the effects on hydrology, and discuss the implications for the broader climate. This section reviews the
pathways through which fly ash enters groundwater, including leaching from disposal sites, infiltration through soil, and
migration from surface water bodies. The physical and chemical characteristics of fly ash that contribute to its mobility and
persistence in groundwater. The introduction of fly ash into groundwater can alter its chemical composition, leading to an
increase in the concentration of heavy metals, metalloids, and other potentially toxic elements. The mechanisms of contaminant
transport and highlight the potential risks to human health and ecosystems. Fly ash contamination in groundwater may
influence the hydrological cycle through changes in groundwater recharge, discharge, and flow dynamics. This section
examines the implications of altered hydrology on local water availability, aquatic habitats, and overall ecosystem health. The
presence of fly ash in groundwater may have direct and indirect effects on local climate change. The role of fly ash as a potent
greenhouse gas absorber and its contribution to radiative forcing. Additionally, investigation of the possible feedback
mechanisms between groundwater contamination and climate change, such as altered vegetation patterns and changes in local
temperature and precipitation patterns. In this section, potential mitigation and remediation techniques to minimize fly ash
contamination in groundwater are analyzed. These may include improved waste management practices, engineered barriers,
groundwater remediation technologies, and sustainable fly ash utilization. This paper highlights the critical link between fly
ash contamination in groundwater and its potential contribution to local climate change. It emphasizes the importance of
addressing this issue promptly through a combination of preventive measures, effective management strategies, and
continuous monitoring. By understanding the interconnections between fly ash contamination, groundwater quality, and local
climate, towards creating a more resilient and sustainable environment for future generations. The findings of this research
can assist policymakers and environmental managers in formulating sustainable strategies to mitigate fly ash contamination
and minimize its contribution to climate change.
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