World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Law and Political Sciences
Vol:18, No:01, 2024

Federalism and Good Governance in Nigeria: A Study of the Federal Capital
Territory, Abuja, Nigeria

Authors : David C. Nwogbo

Abstract : Examining the impact of federalism on good governance is crucial for enhancing governance in Nigeria. This study
focuses on the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Abuja, as a case study. Employing a descriptive survey design, data was
collected to explore the relationship between federalism and good governance in Abuja, Nigeria. A stratified random sampling
method was used to select 289 respondents from the population of Abuja. The sample size was determined using a formula
based on precision and population size. A survey questionnaire was employed to gather information on respondents'
demographics, perceptions, and experiences concerning federalism and good governance in the FCT. Descriptive statistics,
such as percentages and means, were utilized to analyze the study's findings. The findings provided insights into the
perceptions and experiences of residents of the FCT with regard to the relationship between federalism and good governance.
The results of this study will be useful for policy and decision-making related to the implementation of these concepts in
Nigeria and, more specifically, in the FCT, Abuja. The study found that the majority of respondents believe that the federal
system of government has not been effective in promoting accountability, transparency, and reducing corruption in Nigeria.
There is a need for reforms to improve the effectiveness of the federal system in promoting good governance. These reforms
include strengthening institutions, reallocation of resources, reform of the electoral system, decentralization of power,
strengthening the role of the judiciary, capacity building, promoting transparency, and engagement of civil society. The
findings also highlight the need for significant reforms to address these challenges and promote good governance in the
country. The results of this study can be used to inform policy decisions and guide future research on the subject.
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