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Abstract : Purpose or Learning Objective It is well known that previous examinations play a major role in futural diagnosis,
thus avoiding unnecessary new exams that cost in time and money both for the patient and the health system. A case is
presented in which past patient’s results, in combination with the least needed new tests, give an easy final diagnosis. Methods
or Background A middle aged man visited the emergency department complaining of hard controlled, persisting fever for the
last few days. Laboratory tests showed an elevated number of white blood cells with neutrophil shift and abnormal CRP. The
patient was admitted to hospital a month ago for continuing lungs symptomatology after a recent covid-19 infection. Results or
Findings Computed tomography scanning showed a solid mass with spiculating margins in right lower lobe. After intravenous
iodine contrast administration, there was mildly peripheral enhancement and eccentric non enhancing area. A pneumonic
cancer was suspected. Comparison with the patient’s latest computed tomography revealed no mass in the area of interest but
only signs of recent post covid-19 lung parenchyma abnormalities. Any new mass that appears in a month’s time span can not
be a cancer but a benign lesion. It was obvious that an abscess was the most suitable explanation. The patient was admitted to
hospital, and antibiotic therapy was given, with very good results. After a few days, the patient was afebrile and in good
condition. Conclusion In this case , a PET scan or a biopsy was avoided, thanks to the patient’s medical history and the
availability of previous examinations. It is worthy encouraging the patients to keep their medical records and organizing more
efficiently the health system with the current technology of archiving the medical examinations, too.
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