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Abstract : The construction sector, both in the United Kingdom (UK) and developing Anglophone West African countries,
specifically The Gambia, is facing significant health and safety challenges. While the UK has established legislation and
regulations to support Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) in the industry, the same level of support is lacking in developing
countries. The significance of this review is to assess the extent and effectiveness of OHS legislation and regulatory reform in
the construction industry, with a focus on understanding the challenges faced by both the UK and developing Anglophone West
African countries. It aims to highlight the benefits of implementing an OHS management system, specifically ISO 45001. This
study uses a literature review approach, synthesizing publications from the past decade and identifying common themes and
best practices related to Occupational Health and Safety in the construction industry. Findings were analysed, compared, and
conclusions and recommendations were drawn after developing research questions and addressing them. This comprehensive
review of the literature allows for a detailed understanding of the challenges faced by the industry in both contexts. The
findings of the study indicate that while the UK has established robust health and safety legislation, many UK construction
companies have not fully met the standards outlined in ISO 45001. These challenges faced by the UK include poor data
management, inadequate communication of best practices, insufficient training, and a lack of safety culture mirroring those
observed in the developing Anglophone countries. Therefore, compliance with OHS management systems has been shown to
yield benefits, including injury prevention and centralized health and safety documentation. In conclusion, the effectiveness of
OHS legislation for developing Anglophone West African countries should consider the positive impact experienced by the UK.
The implementation of ISO 45001 can serve as a benchmark standard and potentially inform recommendations for developing
countries. The selection criteria for literature include search keywords and phrases, such as occupational health and safety
challenges,  The  Gambia,  developing  countries  management  systems,  ISO 45001,  and  impact  and  effectiveness  of  OHS
legislation.  The literature was sourced from Google Scholar,  the UK Health and Safety Executive websites,  and Google
Advanced Search.
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