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Abstract : Hawaiian literature in English has been researched more intensively in the past decades, mostly in the context of
Asian American literature. In his collection of stories Language of the Gecko's and Other Stories, Hawaiian author Gary Pak
explores complex relationships between Asian, Native Hawaiian, and American characters living mostly in Hawaii. Through a
depiction of these complex relationships, Pak also explores the interaction between different cultures in Hawaii as well as the
formation of Asian/Hawaiian identity in the modern world. Based on a comparative approach and close analysis method, this
paper will explore the role of place and its historical and cultural background in the formation of modern Asian/Hawaiian
cultural identity as manifested in Pak's stories My Friend Kammy and Ishmael Reed or Me. At the same time, through the use
of Bill Ashcroft´s concept of transnation, the author of this paper will analyze Pak's depiction of the formation of the cultural
identity of characters from Gary Pak's stories My Friend Kammy and Ishmael Reed or Me, which are, in the author of this
paper´s view, the characters close to the concept of Ashcroft's transnation which makes them different from traditional
cosmopolitan or diasporic characters.
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