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Abstract : Digital literacy skills among first-year university students has been under scrutiny in recent years. This is largely
due to the pressure faced by the South African higher education sector as the battle to integrate educational technologies into
the teaching curriculum. This study aims to investigate the relationship between the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) and
the  digital  literacy  skills  of  first-year  students  at  the  Tshwane  University  of  Technology  in  South  Africa.  A  positivism
quantitative  research methodology will  be  employed to  collect  data  from 468 first-year  students  at  a  higher  education
institution through a  validated questionnaire.  Descriptive  analyses,  T-tests,  ANOVA,  and Spearman's  correlation will  be
conducted using SPSS. Anticipated findings suggest that various demographic factors, such as previous school, self-efficacy,
and age,  significantly  influence  learners'  digital  literacy  competency.  Furthermore,  the  projected  findings  highlight  the
importance of rural secondary schools adopting and implementing technological pedagogies in their curriculum. This research
aims to make a substantial contribution to the development of ICT adoption guidelines for the secondary school curriculum,
which would aid the basic educational sector in South Africa.
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