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Abstract : This paper explores the concept of humanism as a guiding philosophy in education, specifically focusing on
Ethiopian Higher Education Institutions (EHEISs). It highlights the perceived lack of humanistic elements within the educational
system and the resulting intellectual and moral decay among students. The aim of this study is to critically reflect on the
essence of humanism and its relevance to Ethiopian higher education. By examining the philosophy and practice of humanism,
the paper seeks to evaluate the existing state of EHEIs in relation to this educational approach. The methodology employed in
this research is qualitative. The study relies primarily on literature review and analysis of policy documents to gain insights
into the subject matter. A hermeneutic approach is utilized to interpret the realities observed in various contexts. The key
finding of this paper is that Ethiopian higher education institutions lack humanistic elements in their educational practices.
This deficiency contributes to the overall moral and intellectual decay among students. The study accentuates that humanism is
not merely an optional extra but an essential tool for creating a clean academic environment and fostering the holistic
development of students.
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