
Medication Errors in a Juvenile Justice Youth Development Center
Authors : Tanja Salary
Abstract : This paper discusses a study conducted in a juvenile justice facility regarding medication errors. It includes an
introduction to data collected about medication errors in a juvenile justice facility from 2011 - 2019 and explores contributing
factors that relate to those errors. The data was obtained from electronic incident records of medication errors that were
documented from the years 2011 through 2019. In addition, the presentation reviews both current and historical research of
empirical data about patient safety standards and quality care comparing traditional health care facilities to juvenile justice
residential facilities and acknowledges a gap in research. The theoretical/conceptual framework for the research study was
Bandura and Adams’s self-efficacy theory of behavioral change and Mark Friedman’s results-based accountability theory.
Despite the lack of evidence in previous studies addressing medication errors in juvenile justice facilities, this presenter will
share  information  that  adds  to  the  body  of  knowledge,  including  the  potential  relationship  of  medication  errors  and
contributing factors of race and age. Implications for future research include the effect that education and training will have on
the communication among juvenile justice staff, including nurses, who administer medications to juveniles to ensure adherence
to patient safety standards. There are several opportunities for future research concerning other characteristics about factors
that may affect medication administration errors within the residential juvenile justice facility.
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