World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences
Vol:18, No:06, 2024

Undergraduate Students’ Learning Experience and Practices in Multilingual
Higher Education Institutions: The Case of the University of Luxembourg

Authors : Argyro Maria Skourmalla

Abstract : The present paper draws on the example of the University of Luxembourg as a multilingual and international
setting. The University of Luxembourg, which is located between France, Germany, and Belgium, has adopted a new
multilingualism policy in 2020, establishing English, French, German, and Luxembourgish as the official languages of the
Institution. With around 7.000 students, more than half of which are international students, the University is a meeting point
for languages and cultures. This paper includes data from an online survey that with undergraduate students from different
disciplines at the University of Luxembourg. Students shared their personal experience and opinions regarding language use in
this higher education context, as well as practices they use in learning in this multilingual context. Findings show the role of
technology in assisting students in different aspects of learning this multilingual context. At the same time, more needs to be
done to avoid an exclusively monolingual paradigm in higher education. Findings also show that some languages remain
‘unseen’ in this context. Overall, even though linguistic diversity in this University is seen as an asset, a lot needs to be done
towards the recognition of staff and students’ linguistic repertoires for inclusion and education equity.
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