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Abstract : This paper addresses the growing interest among non-Arab individuals in understanding the realities of Arab
peoples and their cultures. The global media, particularly after the September 11 attacks, has contributed to negative and
misrepresentative portrayals of Arabs. The paper aims to critically analyze various representations of identity, culture, and
politics in the works of three contemporary Arab and Arab-American women writers. By exploring the perspectives and
attitudes of these writers, the paper aims to challenge and rectify the misrepresentation created by the media and foster
mutual understanding between Arab and American societies. Research Aim: The aim of this research is to examine the writings
of Arab and Arab-American women in order to highlight the strengths and awareness of Arab cultures. It seeks to show how
these writers create spaces for responding to the misrepresentation perpetuated by the media. The research contributes to
bridging the gaps between Arab and American societies and fostering better mutual understanding. Methodology: This paper
adopts a multidisciplinary approach, drawing on theoretical concepts from cultural studies. It also utilizes an inductive
historical methodology to trace the works under study. The combination of these approaches allows for a comprehensive
analysis of the representations of Arab peoples and cultures. Findings: The paper argues that the writings of Arab and Arab-
American women demonstrate a multiplicity of perspectives and attitudes toward contemporary issues. It highlights the
richness and diversity of their writing, as well as the connections they make between different periods of history and various
sites of representation. The paper concludes that these writings transcend personal stories to incorporate broader national and
global dialogues, emphasizing the commonalities shared by humanity and the socially contextualized issues that deserve
respect. Theoretical Importance: This research holds theoretical importance in the field of cultural studies. It builds upon the
works of scholars such as Jack Shaeen and Evelyn Alsultany, that have documented and critiqued the negative media
representations of Arabs. By examining the writings of Arab and Arab-American women, this paper contributes to the
theoretical understanding of cultural responses to media misrepresentation and the creation of spaces for mutual
understanding. Data Collection and Analysis Procedures: The data collection for this research involved a thorough examination
and analysis of the selected works by Elmaz Abinader, Diana Abu-Jaber, and Rajaa Al-Sanea. These works were scrutinized to
identify the unique ways in which they tackled contemporary issues prevalent in Arab and Arab-American societies. Through
close textual analysis and the application of cultural theories, the researchers were able to discern the underlying themes and
messages conveyed in the writings. Question Addressed: The primary question addressed in this research is, "How do the
writings of Arab and Arab-American women respond to the misrepresentation of Arab cultures in the media?" By exploring this
question, the paper aims to shed light on the strengths and awareness of Arab cultures and to promote a more comprehensive
understanding between Arabs and non-Arabs. Conclusion: This research concludes that the writings of Arab and Arab-
American women serve as mediators between Arab and American cultures in response to the misrepresentation created by the
media. These writings go beyond personal narratives, addressing broader social and cultural issues and seeking to highlight
the commonalities shared by all human beings. The paper emphasizes the need for mutual respect and understanding in order
to bridge the gaps between Arab and American societies and rectify the negative images that have been perpetuated in the
media.
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