
Transformation of the Relationship between Tourism Activities and
Residential Environment in the Center of a Historical Suburban City of a

Tourism Metropolis: A Case Study of Naka-Uji Area, Uji City, Kyoto
Prefecture

Authors : Shuailing CUI, Nakajima Naoto
Abstract : The tourism industry has experienced significant growth worldwide since the end of World War II. Tourists are
drawn to suburban areas during weekends and holidays to explore historical and cultural heritage sites. Since the 1970s, there
has been a resurgence in population growth in metropolitan areas, which has fueled the demand for suburban tourism and
facilitated its development. The construction of infrastructure, such as railway lines and arterial roads, has also supported the
growth of tourism. Tourists engaging in various activities can have a significant impact on the destinations they visit. Tourism
has not only affected the local  economy but has also begun to alter the social  structures,  culture,  and lifestyle of  the
destinations visited. In addition, the growing number of tourists has affected the local commercial structure and daily life of
suburban residents. Therefore, there is a need to figure out how tourism activities influence the residential environment of the
tourist destination and how this influence changes over time. This study aims to analyze the transformation of the relationship
between tourism activities and the residential environment in the Naka-Uji area of Uji City, Kyoto Prefecture. Specifically, it
investigates how the growth of the tourism industry has influenced the local residential environment and how this influence
has changed over time. The findings of the study indicate that the growth of tourism in the Naka-Uji area has had both positive
and negative effects on the local residential environment. On the one hand, the tourism industry has created job opportunities
and improved local economic conditions. On the other hand, it has also caused environmental degradation, particularly in
terms of increased traffic and the construction of parking lots. The study also found that the development of the tourism
industry has influenced the social structures, culture, and lifestyle of residents. For instance, the increase in the number of
tourists  has led to  changes in  the commercial  structure and daily  life  of  suburban residents.  The study highlights  the
importance  of  collaboration  and  shared  benefits  among  stakeholders  in  tourism  development,  particularly  in  terms  of
preserving the cultural and natural heritage of tourist destinations while promoting sustainable development. Overall, this
study contributes to the growing body of research on the impact of tourism on suburban areas. It provides insights into the
complex relationships between tourism, the natural environment, the local economy, and residential life, and emphasizes the
need for sustainable tourism development in suburban areas. The findings of this study have important implications for
policymakers, urban planners, and other stakeholders involved in promoting regional revitalization and sustainable tourism
development.
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