
Development of Temple Architecture during the Reign of Kalachuri’s of
Tripuri

Authors : Shivam Dubey, Shivakant Bajpai
Abstract : The Kalachuri dynasty of Tripuri was a significant ruling dynasty in central India that held power over a vast region
for a longer period compared to renowned dynasties like the Chandellas. Their capital, Tripuri (modern-day Tewar, a small
village near Jabalpur), and its surrounding area witnessed significant developments that were later disrupted by the Royal
Indian Railways' construction of railway lines. However, remnants of their achievements can still be found scattered in and
around Tewar. The Kalachuris made remarkable contributions in the fields of art, architecture, and iconography. The evolution
of temple architecture, particularly in Baghelkhand and the Mahakoshal range after the decline of the Gupta Empire, can be
attributed to the Kalachuris. There is a notable progression from early temple styles to mature architecture, with numerous
examples displaying continuity between the two. One particularly unique temple style features a ground plan resembling a
complete Chaitya Hall, while the elevation showcases a circular Grabhagriha with a Mandapa and a conical Shikhara adorned
with a series of Gavakshas. This distinctive temple style is among the most exceptional in central India. While several studies
have been conducted on the Kalachuris' architecture, there is still a need for further research, as recent discoveries have
provided valuable insights into understanding their architectural achievements. This paper aims to explore the development of
architecture in this region, incorporating these recent findings.
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