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Abstract : This study examines the constraints faced by Islamic boarding school (Pesantren) in Indonesia in effectively
addressing physical violence within their educational institutions. The vulnerability to violence in the education sector remains
pervasive, including in Pesantren, primarily due to the residential nature of the boarding school system, which necessitates
round-the-clock interaction among students from diverse backgrounds. Additionally, environmental factors, parenting styles,
individual  characteristics,  and media  influences  further  complicate  the conditions  within  Pesantren.  Numerous cases  of
physical violence have been reported, underscoring the need to identify the constraints of violence prevention strategies
implemented by Pesantren. Adopting a case study approach, this research focuses on a Modern Pesantren in Tangerang and
utilizes interviews conducted with 20 victims of violence to explore the aspects of Pesantren's violence prevention strategies
that may have been overlooked. The findings indicate that many students face a dilemma when reporting the violence they
experience,  as  the  imposed  sanctions  often  prove  excessively  severe  and  carry  the  risk  of  exacerbating  the  violence
perpetrated by the offenders. Consequently, numerous victims choose to remain silent, thereby enabling the perpetuation of
violence. Moreover, senior students (mudabbir) are prohibited from giving punishment, but there are still many who punish
other students based on their personal moods. Furthermore, violence is also perpetrated by religious teachers (ustadz), despite
their responsibility for addressing such issues. The evaluation process often follows a unidirectional approach wherein the
santri have limited freedom compared to the Mudabbir or ustadz when it comes to providing feedback. Additionally, sentiment
within specific student generations is reinforced due to the segregation of dormitories based on cohorts. Lastly, the absence of
psychologists to address the trauma experienced by victims further exacerbates the situation. This research sheds light on the
constraints faced by Pesantren in effectively preventing physical violence and emphasizes the importance of implementing
comprehensive measures to create safer and nurturing learning environments within these institutions.
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