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Abstract : The present study aims at exploring the effective accountability model of Islamic Azad University using a qualitative
approach of grounded theory. The data of this study were obtained from semi-structured interviews with 25 professors and
scholars in Islamic Azad University of Tehran who were selected by theoretical sampling method. In the data analysis, the
stepwise method and Strauss and Corbin analytical methods (1992) were used. After identification of the main component
(balanced response to stakeholders’ needs) and using it to bring the categories together, expressions and ideas representing
the relationships between the main and subcomponents,  and finally,  the revealed components were categorized into six
dimensions of the paradigm model, with the relationships among them, including causal conditions (7 components), main
component (balanced response to stakeholders’ needs), strategies (5 components), environmental conditions (5 components),
intervention features (4 components), and consequences (3 components). Research findings show an exploratory model for
describing the relationships between causal conditions, main components, accountability strategies, environmental conditions,
university environmental features, and that consequences.
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