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Abstract : Context: The study focuses on the rhetorical structure of chapters in engineering final year projects, specifically the
Introduction chapter, written by UMT (University of Marine Technology) engineering students. Existing research has explored
the use of genre-based approaches to analyze the writing of final year projects in various disciplines. Research Aim: The aim of
this study is to investigate the rhetorical structure of Introduction chapters in engineering final year projects by UMT students.
The study aims to identify the frequency of communicative moves and their constituent steps within the Introduction chapters,
as well as understand how students justify their research projects. Methodology: The research design will utilize a mixed
method approach, combining both quantitative and qualitative methods. Forty Introduction chapters from two different fields
in UMT engineering undergraduate programs will be selected for analysis. Findings: The study intends to identify the types of
moves present in the Introduction chapters of engineering final year projects by UMT students.  Additionally,  it  aims to
determine if these moves and steps are obligatory, conventional, or optional. Theoretical Importance: The study draws upon
Bunton's  modified  CARS (Creating a  Research Space)  model,  which is  a  conceptual  framework used for  analyzing the
introduction sections of theses. By applying this model, the study contributes to the understanding of the rhetorical structure of
Introduction chapters in engineering final year projects. Data Collection: The study will collect data from forty Introduction
chapters of engineering final year projects written by UMT engineering students. These chapters will be selected from two
different fields within UMT's engineering undergraduate programs. Analysis Procedures: The analysis will involve identifying
and categorizing the communicative moves and their constituent steps within the Introduction chapters. The study will utilize
both quantitative and qualitative analysis methods to examine the frequency and nature of these moves. Question Addressed:
The study aims to address the question of how UMT engineering students structure and justify their research projects within
the Introduction chapters of their final year projects. Conclusion: The study aims to contribute to the knowledge of rhetorical
structure in engineering final year projects by investigating the Introduction chapters written by UMT engineering students. By
using a mixed method research design and applying the modified CARS model, the study intends to identify the types of moves
and steps employed by students and explore their justifications for their research projects. The findings have the potential to
enhance the understanding of effective academic writing in engineering disciplines.
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