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Abstract : Research was undertaken to explore the question “what is known about the experiences of regional, rural and
remote Australian women undertaking a Bachelor of Nursing program delivered online?”. The findings will support future
research aimed at improving the retention and completion rates of women studying nursing in regional, rural and remote
areas.  There is a critical shortage of nurses working in regional, rural and remote (RRR) Australia. It is well supported that this
shortage of nurses is most likely to be addressed by nursing students who are completing their studies in RRR areas. Despite
this,  students  from  RRR  Australia  remain  an  equity  group  and  experience  poorer  outcomes  than  their  metropolitan
counterparts. Completion rates for RRR students who enrol in tertiary education courses are much less than students from
metropolitan areas. In addition to this, RRR students are less likely than students from metropolitan areas to gain a tertiary
level  qualification at all,  and even less likely to gain a Bachelor level  degree which is  required for Registered Nurses.
Supporting students to remain in regional, rural and remote areas while they study reduces the need for students to relocate to
metropolitan areas and to continue living and working in RRR areas after graduation. This research holds implications for
workforce shortages internationally.
Keywords : nurse education, online education, regional, rural, remote, workforce
Conference Title : ICNEC 2024 : International Conference on Nurse Education and Competency
Conference Location : Montreal, Canada
Conference Dates : August 05-06, 2024

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Nursing and Health Sciences

Vol:18, No:08, 2024

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 N
ur

si
ng

 a
nd

 H
ea

lth
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

8,
 N

o:
08

, 2
02

4 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

69
16

1.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 18(08) 2024 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/169161.pdf

