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Abstract : This paper takes a critical discourse analysis (CDA) approach to investigate discourse and ideology in political
blogs, focusing in particular on the Conservative Home blog from the UK’s current governing party. The Conservative party
member’s discourse strategies as the blogger, alongside the discourse used by members of the public who reply to the blog in
the below-the-lines comments, will be examined. The blog discourse reflects the writer's political identity and authorial voice.
The analysis of the below-the-lines comments enables members of the public to engage in creating adversative positions,
introducing different language users who bring their own individual and collective identities. These language users can play
the role of news reporters, political analysts, protesters or supporters of a specific agenda and current socio-political topics or
events.  This  study  takes  a  qualitative  approach  to  analyze  the  discriminatory  context  towards  Islam/Muslims  in  '  The
Conservative Home' blog. A cognitive approach is adopted and an analysis of dominant discourses in the blog text and the
below-the-line comments is used. The focus of the study is, firstly, on the construction of self/ collective national identity in
comparison to Muslim identity, highlighting the in-group and out-group construction. Second, the type of attitudes, whether
feelings or judgments, related to these social actors as they are explicated to draw on the social values. Third, the role of
discursive strategies in justifying and legitimizing those Islamophobic discriminatory practices. Therefore, the analysis is based
on the systematic analysis of social actors drawing on actors, actions, and arguments to explicate identity construction and its
development in the different discourses. A socio-semantic categorization of social actors is implemented to draw on the
discursive strategies in addition to using literature to understand these strategies. An appraisal analysis is further used to
classify attitudes and elaborate on core values in both genres. Finally, the grammar of othering is applied to explain how
discriminatory dichotomies of 'Us' Vs. ''Them' actions are carried in discourse. Some of the key findings of the analysis can be
summarized in two main points. First, the discursive practice used to represent Muslims/Islam as different from ‘Us’ are
different in both genres as the blogger uses a covert voice while the commenters generally use an overt voice. This is to say
that the blogger uses a mitigated strategy to represent the Muslim identity, for example, using the noun phrase ‘British
Muslim’ but then representing them as ‘radical’ and ‘terrorists'. Contrary to this is in below the lines comments, where a direct
strategy with an active declarative voice is used to negatively represent the Muslim identity as ‘oppressors’ and ‘terrorists’
with no inclusion of the noun phrase ‘British Muslims’. Second, the negotiation of the ‘British’ identity and values, such as
culture and democracy, are prominent in the comment section as being unique and under threat by Muslims, while in the
article, these standpoints are not represented.
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