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Abstract : Dual-enrollment programs have become more prevalent in college and high school settings. Also known as early
college programs, dual-enrollment programs help students acquire a head start in earning college credit for post-secondary
studies. The number and percentage of high school students who take college courses while in high school is growing.
However, little is known about how dual-enrolled students fare. The classroom environment is important to learning. This study
compares dually enrolled high school students who take courses that yield college credit either within their high school or at
some other location. Mann-Whitney U was the statistical test used. Mean proportions were compared for each of the five
standard letter grades earned across the state of Texas. Results indicated that students earn similar passing A, B, and C grades
when they take dual-enrollment courses at their high school location but are more likely to fail if they take dual-enrollment
courses at non-high school locations. Implications of results are that student success rate of dual-enrollment college courses
may have a significant difference between the locations and student performance.
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