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Abstract : Based on an analysis of China's database of certified disabled persons in 2021, this study reveals several key
findings.  Firstly,  the  proportion  of  certified  mentally  disabled  persons  among  China's  certified  disabled  population
(Certification rate 1) shows a decreasing distribution from the East to the West and from the South to the North. Secondly, the
spatial distribution of the number of mentally disabled persons per 1,000 people holding certificates (certification rate 2) shows
a relatively scattered pattern, with significant variations observed between cities in the eastern region. However, on an overall
scale, a south-north gradient can still be observed, with higher rates in the North and lower rates in the west, while the central
region  demonstrates  higher  rates  compared  to  the  western  region.  The  variation  in  the  rate  of  mentally  handicapped
certificates among regions is influenced not only by traditional culture and welfare level but also exhibits a certain correlation
with the level of economic development.
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