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Abstract : University management is often caught between competing interests from stakeholders like students, trustees,
donors, government and the community it serves. This study aimed to identify what management competencies are required by
executive management members of universities of technology to effectively manage a university of technology in South Africa
from the perspective of the executive management members. This exploratory study will make use of a qualitative methodology
to establish what management competencies are deemed as important to manage a university of technology in South Africa
from the executive management perspective. Due to the consequences of the COVID-19 Pandemic, the study made use of
online face-to-face interviews to  ascertain  from executive  management  members  of  universities  of  technology what  the
required management competencies needed by executive management members of universities of technology to effectively
manage a University of Technology in South Africa. Qualitative Content Analysis was used to analyse the data collected. The
findings of the study identified a total of 26 management competencies which were categorised into three groupings or themes.
This study identified a list of required management competencies needed by executive management members of universities of
technology  to  effectively  manage  a  university  of  technology  in  South  Africa,  as  per  the  lived  experience  of  executive
management  members.  The  researcher  recommends  further  studies  at  traditional  and  comprehensive  universities  and
compares the results of those future studies with the results of this study. A comprehensive list of management competencies
could then be identified, which could assist with the compilation of job descriptions of executive management members of
universities in South Africa.
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