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Abstract : BACKGROUND Cervical cancer is the fourth most common cancer in women and seventh overall among all cancers
worldwide. It accounts for about 7.5% of all female-cancer deaths with 85% occurring in low and middle-income countries and
the first most common female cancer in women aged 15 to 44 years in Uganda with an annual number of new cases at 3,915
and  2,275  annual  number  of  cervical  cancer  deaths  in  2012  (ICO  INFORMATION  CENTRE  ON  HPV  AND  CANCER,
2017).Despite the available free cervical cancer screening services whose uptake has been documented to improve the chances
of successful treatment of pre-cancers and cancers among women of reproductive age, there is a low uptake of these services
thus we sought to examine the uptake of cervical cancer services and associated factors among women of reproductive age
(25-49) attending the ART clinic of KISWA HCII in Kampala, Uganda METHODS The research was carried out in the ART clinic
of KISWA HCII among 385 participants. An analytical, cross-sectional study with quantitative methods of data collection was
used. The study adopted a non-probability convenience sampling method to select participants. Quantitative data was collected
through structured questionnaires. RESULTS 72.2% of the participants were found to have been screened for cervical cancer.
36 % of the screened women had a positive HPV or VIA result ,59.2% of the screened women had a negative HPV or VIA result
and 4.8% had an invalid HPV test result. Only 39.5% of the participants had adequate overall knowledge about cervical cancer,
more than a third of the participants (50%) had moderate or low knowledge and minority of them (10.5%) had no knowledge.
There was no significant association between the uptake of cervical cancer screening services among participants and their
socio-demographic characteristics. CONCLUSIONS Although majority of the women surveyed had been screened for cervical
cancer, a comparatively large number of participants had inadequate knowledge about cervical cancer and therefore there is
still  need to  continue teaching about  cervical  cancer  and this  may include education  campaigns,  improvements  to  the
accessibility and convenience of the screening services.
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