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Abstract : Nigeria today faces more internal threats stemming from ethnic and religious conflicts than external sources. This
article seeks to examine the ethno-religious conflicts in Nigeria from 2015 to 2021 and their impact on national security. The
research was guided by six objectives. The theoretical framework adopted for this study is Structural Conflict Theory, which
provides an adequate explanation, a predictive rationale for the frequent occurrence of ethno-religious conflicts and a tendency
to provide the necessary insight for their resolution. The results of the study revealed that there is a strong relationship
between ethnicity, religion, conflict and national security and that the ethno-religious conflicts experienced in Nigeria have
gross implications for national security. The study recommends that the secularity of the Nigerian state be restored and
preserved and that the state of origin be removed and replaced by the state of residence in all our national documents, as this
will reduce ethnic identity, which is in opposition to nationalism. Religious leaders, traditional rulers, the media and other
stakeholders should support the government in its fight to reduce ethno-religious conflict by sensitizing its youth, preaching
unity and peaceful coexistence, and discouraging the use of violence as a means of settling disputes between groups and
individuals.
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