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Abstract : Context: The prevalence of undernutrition in developing countries like Ethiopia has become a significant issue. In
this  regard,  finding  alternative  nutritional  supplements  seems  to  be  a  practical  solution.  Spirulina,  a  highly  nutritious
microalgae, offers a valuable option as it is a rich source of various essential nutrients. The study aimed to establish the factors
affecting urban Ethiopian consumers' consumption intention of Spirulina-fortified bread. Research Aim: The primary purpose of
this research is to identify the behavioral and socioeconomic factors impacting the intention of urban Ethiopian consumers to
eat Spirulina-fortified bread. Methodology: The research utilized a quantitative approach wherein a structured questionnaire
was created and distributed among 361 urban consumers via an online platform. The theory of planned behavior (TPB) was
used as a conceptual framework, and confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) and structural  equation modelling (SEM) were
employed for data analysis. Findings: The study results revealed that attitude towards the supplement, subjective norms, and
perceived behavioral  control  were the critical  factors  influencing the consumption intention of  Spirulina-fortified bread.
Moreover, age, physical exercise, and prior knowledge of Spirulina as a food ingredient were also found to have a significant
influence.  Theoretical  Importance:  The  study  contributes  towards  the  understanding  of  consumer  behavior  and  factors
affecting the purchase intentions of Spirulina-fortified bread in urban Ethiopia. The use of TPB as a theoretical framework adds
a vital aspect to the study as it provides helpful insights into the factors affecting intentions towards this functional food. Data
Collection and Analysis Procedures: The data collection process involved the creation of a structured questionnaire, which was
distributed online to urban Ethiopian consumers. Once data was collected, CFA and SEM were utilized to analyze the data and
identify the factors impacting consumer behavior. Questions Addressed: The study aimed to address the following questions:
(1)  What are the behavioral  and socioeconomic factors impacting urban Ethiopian consumers'  consumption intention of
Spirulina-fortified bread? (2) To what extent do attitude towards the supplement, subjective norms, and perceived behavioral
control affect the purchase intention of Spirulina-fortified bread? (3) What role does age, education, income, physical exercise,
and prior knowledge of Spirulina as a food ingredient play in the purchase intention of Spirulina-fortified bread among urban
Ethiopian consumers? Conclusion: The study concludes that attitude towards the supplement, subjective norms, and perceived
behavioral control are significant factors influencing urban Ethiopian consumers’ consumption intention of Spirulina-fortified
bread. Moreover, age, education, income, physical exercise, and prior knowledge of Spirulina as a food ingredient also play a
significant role in determining purchase intentions. The findings provide valuable insights for developing effective marketing
strategies for Spirulina-fortified functional foods targeted at different consumer segments.
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