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Abstract : The Magic Bullet theory was a popular media effect theory that defined the power of the mass media in altering
beliefs and perceptions of its audiences. However, following the People's Choice study, the theory was said to have been
disproved and was supplanted by the Two-Step Flow Theory. This paper examines the relevance of the Magic Bullet theory in
Africa and establishes whether it is still relevant in Africa's media spaces and societies. Using selected cases on the continent,
it adopts a grounded theory approach and explores a new theoretical model that attempts to enforce an argument that the
Two-Step Flow theory though important and valid, was ill-conceived as a direct replacement to the Magic Bullet theory.
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