World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Psychological and Behavioral Sciences
Vol:17, No:09, 2023

Testing Psychopathy as a Unified Theory of Crime and the Psychometric
properties of the Youth Psychopathic Traits Inventory - Short Version among
South African Youth

Authors : Leon Holtzhausen, Emma Campbell

Abstract : This study aimed to explore the psychometric properties of the Youth Psychopathic Traits Inventory- short version
(YPI-S) and the applicability of Psychopathy as a Unified Theory of Crime among 213 young adults in South Africa. The deviant
behaviour variety scale and the YPI-S were used in this study. Results from factor analysis and reliability measures indicated
the YPI-S seemed to have good psychometric properties when applied to the South African sample, however applicability of the
behavioural dimension was a challenge. The results related to the association between deviant behaviours and psychopathic
traits suggested that Psychopathy as a Unified Theory of Crime could be applied in the South African context. It is however
important to note that future research should explore how the relevant scales could be culturally and contextually adapted for
better psychometric outcomes.
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