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Abstract : Context: Medical waste management (MWM) is a critical sector in Bangladesh due to its impact on human health
and the environment. There is a need to assess the current policies and identify the role of policy actors in the policy
formulation and implementation process. Research Aim: The study aimed to evaluate the role of policy actors in the medical
waste management policy-making process in Bangladesh, identify policy gaps, and provide actionable recommendations for
improvement. Methodology: The study adopted a qualitative research method and conducted key informant interviews. The
data collected were analyzed using the thematic coding approach through Atlas.ti software. Findings: The study found that
policies are formulated at higher administrative levels and implemented in a top-down approach. Higher-level institutions
predominantly contribute to policy development, while lower-level institutions focus on implementation. However, due to
negligence, ignorance, and lack of coordination, medical waste management receives insufficient attention from the actors. The
study  recommends  the  need for  immediate  strategies,  a  comprehensive  action  plan,  regular  policy  updates,  and inter-
ministerial meetings to enhance medical waste management practices and interventions. Theoretical Importance: The research
contributes  to  evaluating  the  role  of  policy  actors  in  medical  waste  management  policymaking  and  implementation  in
Bangladesh. It identifies policy gaps and provides actionable recommendations for improvement. Data Collection: The study
used key informant interviews as the data collection method. Thirty-six participants were interviewed, including influential
policymakers and representatives of various administrative spheres. Analysis Procedures: The data collected was analyzed
using the inductive thematic analysis approach. Question Addressed: The study aimed to assess the role of policy actors in
medical waste management policymaking and implementation in Bangladesh. Conclusion: In conclusion, the study provides
insights into the current medical waste management policy in Bangladesh, the role of policy actors in policy formulation and
implementation, and the need for improved strategies and policy updates. The findings of this study can guide future policy-
making efforts to enhance medical waste management practices and interventions in Bangladesh.
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