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Abstract : The recent crises have affected societies worldwide, resulting in the irresponsible exploitation of natural resources
and the unattainability of sustainability. Regions that are economically underdeveloped, such as the Bodrogköz in Eastern
Hungary and Slovakia, experience these issues more severely. The aim of this study is to analyze the natural and social
resources of the Bodrogköz area for the planning of complex development based on ecotourism. The objective is to develop
ecotourism opportunities in this least developed area of the borderland of Hungary and Slovakia. The study utilizes desk
research,  deep interviews,  focus  group meetings,  and remote sensing methods.  Desk research is  aimed at  providing a
comprehensive understanding of the area, while deep interviews and focus group meetings were conducted to understand the
stakeholders' perspectives on the potential for ecotourism. Remote sensing methods were used to better understand changes in
the natural environment. The study identified the potential for ecotourism development in the Bodrogköz area due to its near-
natural habitats along its bordering rivers and rich cultural heritage. The analysis revealed that ecotourism could promote the
region's sustainable development, which is essential for its economic growth. Additionally, the study identified the possible
threats to the natural environment during ecotourism development and suggested strategies to mitigate these threats. This
study highlights the significance of ecotourism in promoting sustainable development in underdeveloped areas such as the
Bodrogköz. It provides a basis for future research on ecotourism development and sustainable planning in similar regions. The
analysis is based on the data collected through desk research, deep interviews, focus group meetings, and remote sensing. The
assessment was conducted through content analysis, which allowed for the identification of themes and patterns in the data.
The study addressed the question of how to develop ecotourism in the least developed area of the borderland of Hungary and
Slovakia and promote sustainable development in the region. In conclusion, the study highlights the potential for ecotourism
development in Bodrogköz and identifies the natural and social resources that contribute to its development. The study
emphasizes the need for sustainable development to promote economic growth and mitigate any environmental threats. The
findings  can  inform  the  development  of  future  strategic  plans  for  ecotourism,  promoting  sustainable  development  in
underdeveloped regions.
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