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Abstract : The advent of COVID-19 has heightened awareness of the need for social emotional learning (SEL) throughout all
educational contexts. Given this, schools (most often p12 settings) have begun to embrace practices for addressing social-
emotional learning. While there is a growing body of research and literature on common practices of SEL, there is no
‘standard’ for its implementation. Our work proposed here recognizes there is no universal approach for addressing SEL and
rather, seeks to explore how SEL can be approached in and through diverse contexts. We assert that left unrecognized and
unaddressed by teachers, issues with social and emotional well-being profoundly negatively affect students’ academic
performance and exacerbate teacher stress. They contribute to negative student-teacher relationships, poor classroom
management outcomes, and compromised academic outcomes. Therefore, teachers and administrators have increasingly
turned to developing pedagogical and classroom practices that support the social and emotional dimensions of students.
Substantive quantitative evidence indicates professional development training to improve awareness and foster positive
teacher-student relationships can provide a protective function for psycho-social outcomes and a promotive factor for improved
learning outcomes for students. Our work aims to add to the growing body of literature on improving student well-being by
providing a unique examination of SEL through a lens of diverse contexts. Methodology: This presentation hopes to present
findings from an edited volume that will seek to highlight works that examine SEL practices in a variety of academic settings.
The studies contained within the work represent varied forms of qualitative research. Conclusion: This work provides examples
of SEL in higher education/postsecondary settings, a variety of P12 academic settings (public; private; rural, urban; charter,
etc.), and international contexts. This work demonstrates the variety of ways educational institutions and educators have used
SEL to address the needs of students, providing examples for others to adapt to their own diverse contexts. This presentation
will bring together exemplar models of SEL in diverse practice settings.
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