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Abstract : Morocco is characterized by an important genetic diversity represented by a rich and varied flora with 5211 species
and subspecies and many natural ecosystems. Biodiversity and natural ecosystems provide the local population with highly
diversified services represented by aromatic and medicinal plants, forage plants, melliferous plants, firewood, lumber,
mushrooms, etc. Ecosystem services are currently subject to many pressures: overgrazing and deforestation, climate change,
including increased drought, urbanization and forest fire. Conscious of the risks that weigh on biodiversity and ecosystem
services, Morocco had made an important effort to reverse the tendencies by developing a consistent biodiversity conservation
strategy focused on in-situ and ex-situ conservation. This presentation will be focused on the current state of biodiversity and
ecosystem services and their role for the human development and their decline under the action of different pressures
(grazing, timber harvest, harvesting of medicinal and aromatic plants, charcoal making...) while emphasizing efforts
constructed by Morocco to conserve and sustainably manage biodiversity and ecosystem services.
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