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Abstract : Despite the existence of different dental specialties, the dentist-patient relationship is unique, in the very fact that
the treatment is performed by one doctor and the patient identifies the malpractice presented as part of that doctor's practice;
this is in complete contrast to cases of medical treatments where the patient can be presented to a team of doctors, to treat a
specific pathology. The rules of dental ethics are almost the same as the rules of medical ethics. The appearance of dental
malpractice affects exactly this two-party relationship, created on the basis of professionalism, without deviations in this
direction, between the dentist and the patient, but with very narrow individual boundaries, compared to cases of medical
malpractice. Main text: Malpractice can have different reasons for its appearance, starting from professional negligence, but
also from the lack of professional knowledge of the dentist who undertakes the dental treatment. It should always be seen in
perspective that we are not talking about the individual - the dentist who goes to work with the intention of harming their
patients. Malpractice can also be a consequence of the impossibility, for anatomical or physiological reasons of the tooth under
dental treatment, to realize the predetermined dental treatment plan. On the other hand, the dentist himself is an individual
who can be affected by health conditions, or have vices that affect the systemic health of the dentist as an individual, which in
these conditions can cause malpractice. So, depending on the reason that led to the appearance of malpractice, the method of
treatment from a legal point of view also varies, for the dentist who committed the malpractice, evaluating the latter if the
malpractice  came  under  the  conditions  of  applying  the  rules  of  dental  ethics.  Conclusions:  The  deviation  from  the
predetermined dental plan is the minimum sign of malpractice and the latter should not be definitively related only to cases of
difficult dental treatments. The identification of the reason for the appearance of malpractice is the initial element, which
makes the difference in the way of its treatment, from a legal point of view, and the involvement of the dentist in the
assessment of the malpractice committed, must be based on the legislation in force, which must be said to have their specific
changes in different states. Malpractice should be referred to, or included in the lectures or in the continuing education of
professionals, because it serves as a method of obtaining professional experience in order not to repeat the same thing several
times, by different professionals.
Keywords : dental ethics, malpractice, negligence, legal basis, continuing education, dental treatments
Conference Title : ICD 2023 : International Conference on Dentistry
Conference Location : Venice, Italy
Conference Dates : June 15-16, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Medical and Health Sciences

Vol:17, No:06, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 M
ed

ic
al

 a
nd

 H
ea

lth
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

7,
 N

o:
06

, 2
02

3 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

68
14

7.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(06) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/168147.pdf

