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Abstract : According to recent tendencies, progress on resource efficiency is possible and it will lead to economic,
environmental, and social benefits. The passage to a circular economy system, in which all the materials and energy will
maintain their value for as long as possible, waste is reduced and only a few resources are used, is one of the most relevant
parts of the European Union's environmental policy to develop a sustainable, competitive and low-carbon economy. A definition
of circular economy can be found in Decision 1386/2013/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council on a General Union
Environment Action Programme to 2020 named “Living well, within the limits of our planet”. The purpose of renewing waste
management systems in the UE and making the European model one of the most effective in the world, a revised waste
legislative framework entered into force in July 2018. Regarding the Italian legislation, the laws to be modified are the
Legislative Decree 3 April 2006, n. 152 and the laws ruling waste management, end-of-waste, by-products and, the regulatory
principles regarding circular economy. European rules on end-of-waste are not fully harmonised and so there are legal
challenges. The target to be achieved is full consistency between the laws implementing waste and chemicals policies. Only in
this way, materials will be safe, fit-for-purpose and designed for durability; additionally, they will have a low environmental
impact.
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