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Abstract : Introduction: Allergy to animal hair is hypersensitivity to animal appendages to look for in front of any
rhinoconjunctivitis or asthma. An anamnesis associated with the prick-tests makes it possible to guide the diagnosis, which will
be supplemented in case of doubt by specific immunoglobulin E (IgE) assays. The objective of our study is to study the
characteristics of patients sensitized to animal hair. Patients and methods: Retrospective study conducted on 105 adult patients
and 69 children over a period of 3 years, including patients who received a specific IgE assay (respiratory panel and pediatric
panel) by immunodot method. Result: 105 adult patients, including 74 women and 31 men, with an average age of 41 years, of
which 8.5% had sensitization to animal hair (5 men and 4 women), namely: cat (5%), horse (4.7%) and dog (3.8%). For the 69
children, a slight female predominance was noted (56%), with an average age of 7.5 years, of which (13%) are sensitized to
animal hair (5 girls and 4 boys): cat (10%), while awareness of dog and horse hair was less frequent with an identical
prevalence of (4.34%). The dominant symptoms are rhinorrhea and sneezing for both categories, respectively (40% and 26.6%
in adults and 23% for both symptoms in children). Cross-sensitization was observed in the 2 series: 1 single cat-dog and cat-
horse case and 2 dog-horse cases in adults. In children, 100% of patients with sensitization to dog hair had cross-sensitization
to cat hair, only 1 case was observed for cat-horse cross-reactivity. Conclusion This work shows that allergy to animal hair is
common. Studies on more representative samples are recommended.
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