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Abstract : The tendency of globalization, challenges to democracy and peace caused by the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and
other global conflicts require searching general orientations of governmental development, including local government. The
formation of  a  common theoretical  framework for  local  government  guarantees  not  only  of  harmonisation of  European
legislation but also creates prerequisites for the integration of new members into the European Union. One of the most
important milestones of such a theoretical framework is the concept of decentralization. Decentralization as a phenomenon is
characteristic of most European Union countries at different historical stages. For Ukraine, as a country that has clearly
defined a European integration vector of development, understanding not only the legal but also the theoretical basis of
decentralisation processes in European countries is an important prerequisite for further reforms. Decentralisation takes
different forms, which leads to a variety of understandings in doctrine and, consequently, different interpretations in national
legislation. Despite of this, decentralisation is based on common ideas and values such as democracy, participation, the rule of
law, and proximity government that are shared by all EU member states. Nevertheless, not all EU countries are currently
implementing broad decentralization in  their  political  and legal  practices.  Some countries  are gradually  moving in  this
direction, while others remain quite centralised. There is also a new, insufficiently studied trend today – recentralisation, which
can be broadly defined as the strengthening of centralization tendencies in countries that were considered to be decentralized.
Consequently, an exploratory theoretical study is needed to identify how the concept of decentralization is combined with the
recentralization tendency in EU member states. The purpose of this study is to empirically analyse scientific approaches to the
concept  of  “decentralisation”,  to  highlight  the  tendency  of  recentralisation  and  its  consequences,  to  analyse  Ukraine's
experience in the field of decentralisation of public power, and to outline the prospects for further development of Ukrainian
legislation in this area.
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