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Abstract : Growing up creative is an important idea in today’s classrooms. As education seeks to prepare children for their
futures, it is important that the system considers traditional as well as non-traditional pathways. This poster describes the
findings of a research study investigating creative potential in children with learning disabilities. Children with learning
disabilities were administered the Torrance Test of Creative Problem Solving along with subtests from the Comprehensive Test
of Phonological Processing. A quantitative comparative analysis was computed using paired-sample t-tests. Results indicated
statistically significant difference between children’s creative problem-solving skills and their reading-based skills. The results
lend support to the idea that children with learning disabilities have inherent strengths in the area of creativity. It can be
hypothesized that the success of these children may be associated with the notion that they are using a type of neurological
processing that is not otherwise used in academic tasks. Children with learning disabilities, a presumed left-side neurological
processing problem, process information with the right side of the brain – even with tasks that should be processed with the
left side (i.e. language). In over-using their right hemisphere, it is hypothesized that children with learning disabilities have
well-developed right hemispheres and, as such, have strengths associated with this type of processing, such as innovation and
creativity. The current study lends support to the notion that children with learning disabilities may be particularly primed to
succeed in areas that call on creativity and creative thinking.
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