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Abstract : Chinese poetics originated in the pre-Qin period, while Western poetics came into being in the Hellenistic period.
Although there was no mutual communication and influence between the two kinds of poetics due to both geographical
distance and chronological displacement, the Sino-Western thinkers shared much in common, particularly in the social function
of literature and art, the pursuit of unified and harmonious aesthetics, the advocacy of poets’ subjective initiative in the
creative  process  of  literature  and  art.  In  the  sphere  of  rhetoric,  the  poetics  of  the  pre-Qin  scholars  and  their  Greek
counterparts also had heterogeneous similarities. By comparing the aesthetic ideas of Confucius, Mencius, Xun Zi, and Deng Xi
with those of Plato, Aristotle, and Protagoras, this paper intends to reveal the common concerns of Chinese and Western
poetics in the context of heterogeneous cultures and in their respective origin periods.
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