
Viability of Zoning Reform in Tackling Urban Inequality in Louisville
Authors : Mojeed A. Oladele
Abstract : The original zoning system in Louisville promoted social segregation among groups and remained a tool for social
exclusion that strengthened preexisting inequalities. The current residential zoning system in Louisville is predominantly
single-family residential housing. Of the 75% of total land allocated for residential purposes, 55% comprises single-family
housing, constituting one form of development and ruminant problems of social segregation within the city. The zoning reform
initiative birthed the spatial improvement and development of additional middle housing as a more generic and inclusive
housing form. The paper investigates the basis of zoning reform relative to the interconnectedness amongst the discursive
objects of analysis and the extensiveness as a strategic tool of structural adjustment. Qualitative methodological assessment
generated by collective planning professionals reflects the effectiveness of the new zoning design in strengthening the socio-
spatial interactions within the city. The zoning reform is currently at the early stage of implementation and requires more
professional/public inputs and constant iterative processes for a more promising urban planning outcome.
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