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Abstract : Higher and tertiary Education in Zimbabwe is driven by is a five-pillar Education 5.0 model, which thrusts upon
teaching, community engagement, research, innovation and industrialisation. Migration from the previous three-pillar model,
the focus of which was on teaching, research and community engagement, to the current one saw universities churning out
prolific  social  entrepreneurs.  Apart  from  examining  challenges  social  entrepreneurs  face,  the  study  aimed  to  identify
opportunities that are available for the country as a corollary of the proliferation of social entrepreneurs. A sample of 20
participants comprising 15 social entrepreneurs and five lecturers was purposively drawn. Focus group and face to face
interviews were used to gather data. The study revealed that the current higher and tertiary education model in Zimbabwe has
stimulated proliferation of social entrepreneurs. It was recommended that a sound financial support system was needed to
support new entrepreneurs.
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