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Abstract : Based on the question of, "Are short video creators who are digital workers controlled by platform rules?" this study
discusses the specific ways of platform rules control and the impact on short video creators. Based on the theory of digital
labor, this paper adopts the method of in-depth interview and participant observation and chooses 24 producers of short video
content of Tiktok to conduct in-depth interview. At the same time, through entering the short video creation field, the author
carries on the four-month field investigation, obtains the creation process related data, and analyzes how the short video
creator, as the digital labor, is controlled by the platform rule, as well as the creator in this process of compromise and
resistance, a more comprehensive presentation of the short video creators of the labor process. It is found that the short video
creators are controlled by the platform rules, mainly in the control of traffic rules, and the creators create content, compromise
and resist under the guidance of traffic. First, while the platform seems to offer a flexible and autonomous way for creators to
monetize, the threshold for participating in the event is actually very high for creators, and the rules for monetizing the event
are vague. Under the influence of the flow rule, the creator is faced unstable incomes and high costs. Therefore, creators have
to follow the rules of traffic to guide their own creation, began to flow-oriented content production, mainly reflected in the need
to keep up-to-date, the pursuit of traffic to ride on the hot spots, in order to flow regardless, set up people "Born for the show",
by the label solidified content creation. Secondly, the irregular working hours lead to the extension and overwork of the
working hours, which leads to the internal friction of the short video creators at the spiritual level, and finally leads to the Rat
Race of video creation. Thirdly, the video creator has completed the internalization and compromise of the platform rules in
practice, which promotes the creator to continue to create independently, and forms the intrinsic motive force of the creator.
Finally, the rule-controlled short video creators resist and fight in flexible ways, make use of the mechanism and rules of the
platform to carry on the second creation, carry on the routine production, purchase the false flow, transfer the creation
position to maintain own creation autonomy.
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