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Abstract : Aim: The aim of this study is to develop nephrology nursing procedure protocol after clinical audit of current
nephrology nursing practices. Materials and methods: This descriptive observational study was conducted on 40 nurses who
were working in Nephrology Department of AIIMS, New Delhi to observe their current practices to assess the existing gaps in
the practice. The nurses were enrolled through total enumerative sampling. Sociodemographic profile of nurses and clinical
profile for site of procedure was collected. Observation checklist was formed on the basis of standard nursing practices, which
included 7 dimensions for hemodialysis procedure and 3 dimensions for procedure of assisting renal biopsy. Based on the gaps
identified, nephrology nursing procedure protocol will be developed. Nurses were observed during two shifts, and each nurse
was observed once. Scoring of items were done in each dimension, and for acceptable practices, nurses have to score ≥80% in
each dimension. Results: Data was analyzed using descriptive statistics. Majority of nurses (73.7%) in nephrology ward and
(80.9%) in hemodialysis unit have not undergone any special training in nephrology. Most of nurses (80.9%) followed the
acceptable nursing practices for procedure of connection for hemodialysis. None of nurses followed the acceptable level
(≥80%) of nursing practices for the procedure of predialysis assessment, the procedure for site preparation, during dialysis
assessment and post dialysis assessment. None (100%) showed the acceptable level of nursing practices for all the dimensions
of assisting renal biopsy procedure. Nephrology nursing procedure protocol was developed by researcher following a rigorous
process, and this will reduce the gaps in the nursing practice. Conclusion: Clinical audit found that there were gaps in the
existing nursing practices compared to the standardised nursing practices for procedure of hemodialysis and assisting renal
biopsy, and these gaps have been addressed by the development of the protocol.
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