World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Law and Political Sciences
Vol:8, No:12, 2014

Competition, Performance and Ethnicity: Explaining Corruption in Ghana
and Kenya

Authors : Roxanne J. Kovacs

Abstract : This paper shows that political corruption in Ghana and Kenya does not, as is assumed by a considerable part of the
academic literature, depend on the level of party competition as such, but rather on the kinds of issues that parties compete
about. Party competition in Ghana revolves around party performance, which gives political leaders a strong incentive to
control corruption. In contrast, party competition in Kenya revolves around ethnic identities, which directly reduces
competition based on candidate quality and therefore fosters corruption.
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