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Abstract : Throughout the ages the Caliphs, Sultans and rulers have paid great care to tomb covers and in particular to the
cover of the tomb of the Prophet Muhammad as well as other prophets. For that purpose they established waqfs and ensured
that the covers appeared in the most magnificent manner to befit their purpose, as we can see in the beautiful examples in
museums across the world. In fact tomb covers are some of the most beautiful examples of Islamic art in their detail of
craftsmanship which have made them great works of art. It became the custom that the Kiswa or the tomb covers were made of
silk or satin with gold and silver threads. Museums across the word preserve examples of the highest craftsmanship of tomb
covers produced in the capital of the Ottomans and other capital cities, all differing in their designs or colors reflecting the
work of the individual cities like Cairo, Istanbul or Bursa. Other than the cover for the tomb of the Prophet, many other tomb
covers were produced for the tombs of other prophets and their wives in Hebron. In addition tomb covers were made for the
sufi saints as well as for the Ottoman sultans and for their wives and children. In this paper I will Study the Kiswa or the tomb
covers in Ottoman period.
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