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Abstract : The city of Oran, like any other region of northern Algeria, is subject to frequent seismic activity, the study
presented in this work will be based on an analysis of urban and architectural context of the city of Oran before the date of the
earthquake of 1790, and then try to deduce the differences between the old city before and after the earthquake. The analysis
developed as a specific objective to tap into the seismic history of the city of Oran parallel to its urban history. The example of
the citadel of Oran indicates that constructions presenting the site of the old citadel, may present elements of resistance for
face to seismic effects. Removed in city observations of these structures, showed the ingenuity of the techniques used by the
ancient builders, including the good performance of domes and arches in resistance to seismic forces.
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