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Abstract : This research paper explores the dynamic process of cultural resilience within the context of the modern tourism of
two traditional island communities (Bali, Indonesia and Guam, Micronesia). It asks the question: How do indigenous people
hold on to their foundational values that define their culture while moving forward in the modern world? Both Bali and Guam
serve as famous destinations for tourists from all  over the world, with millions of visitors on an annual basis. Both are
continually being shaped in profound ways by the forces of modernity through globalization. And both are demonstrating
cultural resilience while striving to find creative ways to sustain, preserve and strengthen their values and traditions within the
context of a thriving modern tourist economy. This research paper, drawing on ethnographic methodologies, and in particular
participant observation and in-depth interviews, explores the many challenges both communities face and the strategies and
approaches they are learning to employ that help promote sustainable tourism while contributing to cultural preservation.
Drawing on the insights gained from field work in both island communities, as well as the growing literature in this field study,
the paper posits important lessons that can guide and inform indigenous communities that are being drawn into the global
tourism market. One powerful idea emerges in the research and one that seems to guide and shape tourism policy both
indigenous communities - that this current generation should be thought of as the ancestors of future generations, and thus
they have a weighty responsibility to continue to learn and strive to sustain and preserve their cultures and traditions, their
natural environments, and spiritual foundations for the future.
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