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Abstract : The conflict over the South China Sea (SCS) is a complex imbroglio spanning over several territorial and maritime
claims involving two major  island groups,  the Paracels  and the Spratlys.  It  has become a major  source of  geopolitical
competition between the United States and China. The study's overall objective is to understand China's land reclamations and
assertive behavior in the South China Sea, which lies between both the Western Pacific and the Indian Ocean. Over half of
global commerce passes through these waterways, which host a great amount of marine life and hydrocarbon deposits. China's
sand-filling and island-building strategy in the South China Sea is motivated by its goal of privatizing all these riches as well as
the routes. It would raise China to the pinnacle of world power status as well as allow it to threaten the dominance of the U.S.
The study will examine China's assertive behavior and modernization plans as well as the United States' quest for supremacy
through the lens of realists. While using a qualitative method of analysis, the study will examine China's nine-dash line claims
and Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs), UNCLOS, and U.S.-China divergence over international law considerations to pacify the
tensions in the South China Sea. This paper is intended to explore the possible answers to the following questions: (1) Why
does China’s rise necessitate the US's efforts to contain and encircle it through the lending of a hand to strategic partners and
allies in the South China Sea? (2) Why South China Sea dispute is so complex imbroglio? (3) What are US-China international
law  considerations  regarding  the  South  China  Sea?  The  study  will  further  follow  the  bellow  research  procedure:  1:
Comparative Legal Method: This method simply chalk-outs the follow of few steps that discarnate the positive and negative
effects of the great power competitions. 2: Conceptualization: The conceptualization of the policies of containment defines and
differentiates two different problems behind the persuasive means of hegemony and dominance in the strategic milieu.
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