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Abstract : Food waste is a global sustainability issue that demands that multiple stakeholders participate in solving it. This
article examines how different food system stakeholders are held responsible in the policy debate related to food waste
reduction. The study adopts a qualitative approach, paying attention to the views of both public and private policymakers and
constructing their views relating to opportunities and policy initiatives towards waste reduction. The data consists of a list of
opportunities  and  food  policy  initiatives  in  the  development  process  in  Nigeria.  The  authors  identify  three  emerging
opportunities: sectoral growth, technological demands in food service, and sustainable collaborative behaviour. The findings
also revealed key policy initiatives for development: law and regulations, multi-stakeholder collaboration, economic incentives,
research, and new knowledge. The study extends the marketing literature on food sustainability by investigating several
stakeholders’ roles beyond the practical management of the food services sector. Additionally, considering policy initiative
development for food waste mitigation sheds light on how stakeholders’ policy initiatives can sustain the food service sector.
Finally, the authors outline policy implications.
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