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Abstract : In the literature, the study of tenure and food security has largely involved separate lines of inquiry. In effect, the
nexus among these has received little attention; and the underinvestment in research related to the relationship between
tenure and food security deters generation of tenure-related knowledge and policy guidance for improving food and nutrition
security. Drawing from this motivation, we study the relationship among tenure security, agricultural diversity and food
security and dietary diversity. We employ IV approaches to examine the effect of tenure security and agricultural diversity on
food security and dietary diversity. We find tenure security is inversely related with food insecurity as shown by its negative
association with hunger scale, hunger index and hunger category. On the other hand, results suggest that tenure security
improves minimum dietary diversity of women while we find no association with child dietary diversity. Moreover, agricultural
diversity  is  positively  related  with  minimum dietary  diversity  of  women,  which  may  point  to  higher  accessibility  and
consumption of dietary food groups by women. Also, findings suggest that farmers use their human (knowledge and skills) and
resource (land) endowments to improve food security and dietary diversity. An implication from this is the importance of not
only improving access to land but also long-term tenure security to promote agricultural diversity, food security and dietary
diversity.
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