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Abstract : Background: There is a huge Muslim migration movement to North America and Europe for several reasons,
primarily refuge from war areas and partly to search for better work and educational chances. There are always concerns
regarding first-Generation Immigrant women's health and computer literacy, an adequate understanding of the health systems,
and the use of the existing healthcare technology and services effectively and efficiently. Language proficiency level,
preference for cultural and traditional remedies, socioeconomic factors, fear of stereotyping, limited accessibility to health
services, and general unfamiliarity with the existing health services and resources are familiar variables among these women.
Aims: The current study aims to assess the health and digital literacy of first-generation Muslim women in Atlanta city. Also,
the study aims to examine how the COVID-19 pandemic has encouraged the use of health information technology and
increased technology awareness among the targeted women. Methods: The study design is cross-sectional correlational
research. The study will be conducted to produce preliminary results that the investigators want to have to supplement an NIH
grant application about leveraging information technology to reduce the health inequalities amongst the first-generation
immigrant Muslim women in Atlanta City. The investigators will collect the study data in two phases using different tools.
Phase one was conducted in June 2022; the investigators used tools to measure health and digital literacy amongst 42 first-
generation immigrant Muslim women. Phase two was conducted in November 2022; the investigators measured the
Knowledge, Attitude, and Practice (KAP) of using health information technology such as telehealth from a sample of 45 first-
generation Muslim immigrant women in Atlanta; in addition, the investigators measured how the current pandemic has
affected their KAP to use telemedicine and telehealth services. Both phases' study participants were recruited using
convenience sampling methodology. The investigators collected around 40 of 18 years old or older first-generation Muslim
immigrant women for both study phases. The study excluded Immigrants who hold work visas and second-generation
immigrants. Results: At the point of submitting this abstract, the investigators are still analyzing the study data to produce
preliminary results to apply for an NIH grant entitled "Leveraging Health Information Technology (Health IT) to Address and
Reduce Health Care Disparities (R01 Clinical Trial Optional)". This research will be the first step of a comprehensive research
project to assess and measure health and digital literacy amongst a vulnerable community group. The targeted group might
have different points of view from the U.S.-born inhabitants on how to: promote their health, gain healthy lifestyles and habits,
screen for diseases, adhere to health treatment and follow-up plans, perceive the importance of using available and affordable
technology to communicate with their providers and improve their health, and help in making serious decisions for their health.
The investigators aim to develop an educational and instructional health mobile application considering the language and
cultural factors that affect immigrants' ability to access different health and social support sources, know their health rights
and obligations in their communities, and improve their health behavior and behavior lifestyles.

Keywords : first-generation immigrant Muslim women, telehealth, COVID-19 pandemic, health information technology, health
and digital literacy

Conference Title : ICBHI 2023 : International Conference on Biomedical and Health Informatics

Conference Location : Istanbul, Tiirkiye

Conference Dates : July 24-25, 2023

International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(07) 2023 1 ISNI:0000000091950263


https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/166547.pdf

